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The Minimally Invasive Surgery Symposium is a  3½-day  
CME conference designed for practicing surgeons, 
residents, sub-specialty fellows, and bariatric allied health 

professionals. Session tracks include metabolic/bariatric, colon, 
foregut, hernia, and enhanced recovery after surgery.

Highly anticipated in the surgical community, MISS is 
considered the premier meeting of thought leaders and 
pioneers in minimally invasive surgery. In fact, MISS meetings 
are impressive not only for the renowned experts that  
make up the faculty, but also for the quality of surgeons in 
the audience.

The MISS conference is imbued with a collegial  
atmosphere that is highly conducive to interpersonal 
communication and relationship building. It’s no wonder  
that so many participants—attendees and exhibitors alike—
return to MISS year after year. 

Benefits of Exhibiting at MISS
Tired of big meetings that promise huge numbers, but deliver little face-to-face 
contact with your target audience? Then try us on for size. You’ll get:

PHILIP R. SCHAUER, MD
 PROFESSOR OF SURGERY 
LERNER COLLEGE OF 
MEDICINE
 DIRECTOR, ADVANCED    
   LAPAROSCOPIC & BARIATRIC 
SURGERY 
BARIATRIC & METABOLIC 
INSTITUTE 
CLEVELAND CLINIC 
CLEVELAND, OHIO

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 2018 CO-DIRECTORS

WHAT IS MISS?

•   Face-to-face interaction with more 
than 300 high level surgeons, 
residents, and fellows, including 
hard-to-reach “no see” advanced 
laparoscopic surgeons

•   Intimate environment conducive 
to forging relationships with key 
surgeons looking for the latest 
technology, tools, and techniques  
to improve patient outcomes  

•  Strategically designed schedule, 
layout, and atmosphere intended 
to maximize interaction between 
audience, sponsors and exhibitors.

•  Opportunity to distribute enduring 
materials to the wider audience of 
surgeons

•  Cost-efficient vehicle with a higher 
ROI—much more so than at larger 
association meetings

COLON COURSE CO-DIRECTOR 
Bradley Davis, MD, 
FACS, FASCRS 
PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
CHIEF, COLON AND RECTAL  
   SURGERY
VICE CHAIR, SURGICAL  
   EDUCATION
CAROLINAS HEALTHCARE
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 

HERNIA PROGRAM  
CO-DIRECTOR

Guy R. Voeller, MD
PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

FOREGUT PROGRAM
William O. Richards, MD
CHAIR 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH  
   ALABAMA COLLEGE OF  
   MEDICINE
MOBILE, ALABAMA

METABOLIC/BARIATRIC 
PROGRAM CO-DIRECTORS

John Dixon, MBBS,  
  PhD, FRACGP, FRCP
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
MONASH UNIVERSITY 
SENIOR CLINICAL SCIENTIST 
BAKER IDI HEART & DIABETES 
INSTITUTE
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

Bruce Wolfe, MD
PROFESSOR OF SURGERY 
OREGON HEALTH AND  
  SCIENCE UNIVERSITY 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
ASMBS
PORTLAND, OREGON 
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INTEGRATED SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FROM MISS

As a full-service medical communications company, 
we offer cost-effective solutions that not only 
maximize physician access onsite, but also reach 

a wider audience across multiple channels, giving your 
content “legs” throughout the year.

Satellite Symposium/Product Theatre/ 
Webcasts/Audiocasts
 Broaden and extend the reach of 
your satellite symposium content 
with a webcast or audiocast 
posted on the MISS Website for a 
full year and promoted through 
monthly MISS eNews sent to 
more than 15,000 surgeons and 
allied team members.

MISS Session Webcasts/ 
Audiocasts 
Associate your brand with educational con-
tent from internationally renowned faculty with web-
casts of MISS lectures made available on the MISS Web 
site and promoted through monthly eNewsletters. 
 Webcasting provides “legs” beyond the live event 
with continuous, year-long exposure to this important 
audience of key influencers and decision makers.

MISS eNews 
Expose your message to a wider audience of surgeons 
with banner ads on MISS eNews, an electronic newsletter 
distributed monthly to more than 15,000 general, 
colorectal, and bariatric surgeons. 

MISS eNews provides timely clinical information and 
surgical pearls on the latest techniques and technologies 
in bariatric, colon, hernia, and foregut surgery. Each issue 
includes an exclusive “Suggested Reading” from a MISS  
co-director.  All MISS eNews content is posted and 
permanently housed on the MISS Web site.  

Presenting a 
satellite symposium 
at MISS offers a 
convenient, cost-
effective vehicle to 
educate surgeons 
on the latest devices 
and therapies to 
improve patient 
care.

We provide a 
turnkey package 
that allows you to focus solely on presenting 
compelling, practice-changing content.  Take 
advantage of our experience to manage all 
the “moving parts” required of a live event and 
produce the optimal educational setting for 
your content.   

Benefits of Presenting Your 
Satellite Symposium/Product 
Theatre at MISS 
Highly Qualified Audience 
Your content deserves the attention of an engaged 
audience eager to learn about the latest advances 
and techniques. MISS attendees are highly skilled 
laparoscopic surgeons looking to embrace the new 
technologies and techniques that will secure their 
position at the forefront of their specialty.  
All MISS sponsored symposia are scheduled during 
mealtime, without competing activities, ensuring 
robust participation levels from these uniquely qualified 
surgeons and bariatric specialists.

Multi-platform Promotion
Your symposium will benefit from our promotional 
efforts before and throughout the conference.  
In addition to handouts and signage onsite, inclusion 
on our Web site and in eblasts prior to the conference 
will help drive awareness of your program.  
The sooner you reserve, the more exposure your 
symposium will receive.

Superb Cost Efficiency and High ROI
MISS symposia are held in the same room as the general 
sessions, making them easy for attendees to locate and 
providing you access to our audiovisual equipment and 
personnel at no additional cost.  

  SATELLITE SYMPOSIA/PRODUCT  
   THEATRE   (PROMOTIONAL OR CME)

About the Producer of MISS 
Global Academy for Medical Education is a full-service 
medical communications company with peer-
reviewed journals, e-newsletters, Web sites, and live 
CME events spanning multiple specialty markets.

WHAT IS MISS?



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT MISS 2018

Faculty Dinner/Roundtable 
Host a faculty dinner with 
key opinion leaders in the 
specialty, a rare opportunity 
for give-and-take with 
nationally renowned 
surgeons and in an intimate 
and relaxed setting. This is  
an exclusive offering available 

on a first-come, first-served basis.

Focus Groups 
A great opportunity to get 
critical input and feedback on 
your products and services, 
and to educate key influencers 
in an intimate setting.  Focus 
group moderator, discussion 
guide, and post-report will be 
provided.

Meeting Room for Company  
Sponsored Program 

Present your surgical device  
or product to top surgeons 
and up-and-coming residents 
and fellows in a private 
meeting room where you can 
fully and confidentially display  
the unique benefits of your 
product over dinner or small 
reception setting

Director’s Welcome Reception  
Put your brand in the spot-
light as attendees relax and 
socialize with refreshments 
at the Director’s Welcome 
Reception. Your sponsorship 
will be acknowledged: 
•  On signage throughout 

the exhibit hall during the 
reception

•  In a pre-conference email to attendees
•  In handouts included in the registration packet  

presented to all attendees 
•  On the event web site
The sooner you reserve your sponsorship, the  
more promotion you will receive.

Banner or Skyscraper Ad on MISS eNews 
Daily (only 4 available)

See your banner or skyscraper 
ad featured on an email blast of 
daily meeting coverage deployed 
at the conclusion of each day to 
the MISS eNews email list. Meeting 
coverage content will be created 
onsite to include up-to-the minute 
conference developments.  
A unique opportunity to connect 
your product with our exceptional 
educational content.

For more information  
about any of our offerings 
please contact: 

David Small 
973-206-9067
d.small@globalacademycme.com

Guy Pawlak 
973-206-2328 
g.pawlak@globalacademycme.com 

www.MISS-cme.org



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES continued. . .

Refreshment Sponsor (4 available) 
See your logo showcased 
for an entire day as the 
sponsor of that day’s 
morning and afternoon 
refreshments.
Your sponsorship will be 
acknowledged:

•  On signage throughout the exhibit hall on the 
   day of your sponsorship
•  In a pre-conference email to all attendees
•  In handouts distributed to attendees at registration
•  On paper goods used during AM and PM coffee and 

snack breaks
•  On the event Web site
The sooner you reserve your sponsorship, the more 
promotion you will receive.

Pre- and Post-show Email Blasts 
Maximize your impact on our audience of general, 
colorectal and bariatric surgeons with pre-and/or post-
meeting email blasts to attendees. We will deploy 
content supplied by you under your company or product 
name and link to your designated web page.

Door Drop 
Have a special interest in a specific topic in our program?  
Target our audience with a strategically scheduled door 
drop of your promotional piece.  Schedule your door 
drop for the morning of that session to put your brand 
top of mind with our audience at the start of their day. 

Fellows’ Grants 
Interested in building relationships with younger 
physicians?  If so, consider providing Fellows’ grants 
that allow for Fellows to attend MISS.  
Call 973-206-9067 for details. 

Conference 
Badge Holder  
Make every 
participant 
a walking 
advertisement for your 
company. Your company 
logo will be imprinted on the MISS badge 
holders worn by MISS attendees.

Conference Tote Bags  
Put your company name and logo in  
the hands of every attendee. 
Your company logo and 
message will be imprinted 
on the MISS tote bag 
distributed to all 
attendees, faculty, and 
fellow sponsors— 
a sponsor opportunity 
that will be carried home 
by attendees and  
faculty alike. 

 EXCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITIES

www.MISS-cme.org



APPLICATION AND CONTRACT FOR EXHIBIT SPACE
ENCORE AT WYNN, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA    MARCH 6-9, 2018

Important Instructions
Mail or fax payment to: 2018 Minimally Invasive Surgery Symposium Attn: Guy Pawlak    I    Tax ID#: 27-0893910 
c/o Global Academy for Medical Education, 7 Century Drive, Parsippany, NJ  07054-4609    I    Tel: (973) 206-2328    I    Fax: (201) 822-6114     
I    email: g.pawlak@globalacademycme.com

I.  Company Information
Company Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name _____________________________________________________________  Title _______________________________________________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________ Phone ___________________________  Fax _____________________________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________  City  ______________________________________________________________________

State/Province _________________________________________ Zip ________________________  Country ____________________________________________________________

Authorized Signature ______________________________________________________________________________  Date _______________________________________________
 (Your signature indicates acceptance of the contract terms and conditions.)

II.  Promotional Sponsorship Level (Check one) n Platinum $71,500 n Gold $29,500 n Silver $14,500 n Exhibit only $5,500 

Benefits Available to Sponsors at this Level Platinum Gold Silver Exhibit Only

Complimentary Registrants 15 8 4 2

Additional Registrants $750 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500

# of 6’ display tables in exhibit area 2 2 1 1

Pre-show email blast to registrants No charge $1,000 $3,500 $5,000

Post-show email blast to MISS attendees No charge $1,000 $3,500 $5,000

Banner or skyscraper ad on e-daily (15,000+ opt-in surgeons) No charge $3,000 $5,000 $7,500

Ad in onsite program book No charge No charge $2,500 $5,000

Insert distributed in tote bag No charge No charge $2,500 $5,000

Host a Satellite Symposium/Product Theatre  (Includes A/V & food & beverage) $14,500 $19,500 $21,500 $24,500

Poster Abstracts/Enduring Materials Call Guy Pawlak (973) 206-2328 for details

Door drop No charge $2,500 $5,000 $7,500

Refreshment Break Sponsor (4 available) No charge $1,500 $5,000 $7,500

Faculty Dinner (F&B additional) No charge $5,000 $7,500 $10,000

Opportunity to sponsor the Director’s Welcome Reception No charge $3,500 $5,000 $7,500

On-site Focus Group (Physician honoraria additional) $5,500 $7,500 $10,000 $12,500

Meeting Room For Company Sponsored Program   
(Does not includes A/V & food & beverage) $2,500 per day $7,500 per day $10,500 per day $14,500 per day

Banner ad on MISS eNews No charge                     Call for Pricing    (973) 206-9067

Exclusive Sponsor Opportunities Platinum Gold Silver Exhibit Only

Conference Badge Holder $4,950 $7,500 $7,500 $10,000

Conference Tote Bag $4,950 $7,500 $7,500 $10,000

III. Payment Information
 Calculation of total Fee (Insert fees from section II). (Additional registrations will be billed separately.)

 Promotional Sponsorship Level   $ __________  Insert distributed in tote bag $ __________  On-site Focus Group $ ___________

 Additional Registrants $ __________  Satellite Symposium/Product Theatre $ __________  Meeting Room $ ___________

 Pre-show email blast  $ __________  Door Drop $ __________ Ad on MISS eNews $ ___________

 Post-show email blast $ __________  Refreshment Break $ __________  Conference Badge Holder $ ___________

 Banner or skyscraper ad on MISS e-daily $ __________  Faculty Dinner $ __________  Conference Tote Bag $ ___________

 Ad in onsite program book  $ __________  Director’s Welcome Reception $ __________  Total Fee $ ___________

      Amount Paid $ ___________

IV. Payment Terms
• 50% of total fee must accompany all contracts submitted before November 13, 2017.  The remaining balance of 50% is due December 18, 2017.      
• 100% must accompany all contracts submitted after November 13, 2017.  

METHOD OF PAYMENT:     

CREDIT CARD:   AMEX     VISA     MC       CHECK #  __________________________ enclosed.  Payable to Global Academy for Medical Education/MISS 2017.   Tax ID #: 27-0893910    

Credit Card Number _________________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________________________________________________________

Authorized Card Holder ______________________________________________________ Signature ___________________________________________________________________

18TH ANNUAL

2018

18TH ANNUAL

2018



Contract Terms and Conditions

1. Conditions of Exhibiting and Sponsorship: Eligibility to participate at the 2018 MISS is determined solely by the producers and is otherwise restricted to companies 

related directly to the field of minimally invasive surgery, related patient care, or professional interests. Exhibitors and sponsors may not assign, sublicense, or 

apportion any part of their exhibit space to a third party without the written consent of MISS.

2. Exhibitors and Sponsors Code of Conduct: MISS is a CME-accredited educational event for surgeons and related health care professionals. As an exhibitor/

sponsor, you play an important role in educating surgeons about the equipment, devices, procedures, and services that are integral to their practice. However, 

CME rules require a clear and complete separation between the educational content, presentations, and exhibit activity. In the interest of fulfilling our educational 

objectives, as well as our interest in giving you an opportunity to inform surgeons about your company and its offerings, MISS will adhere to all regulations and 

guidelines from the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education, the FDA Office of the Inspector General, PhRMA, and related health care industry 

codes. The following Code of Conduct applies to all exhibitors/sponsors of the MISS, and to each of their personnel in attendance. Failure to comply may result 

in loss of sponsorship, forfeit of all payments, loss of future sponsorship, and/or ejection from the conference. 

a. Exhibitors and sponsors must wear their conference name badge at all times. Name badges may not be reassigned to other persons.

b. All promotional materials and literature must be in full compliance with FDA requirements.

c. Exhibitor/sponsor may not intrude on any other exhibitor’s/sponsor’s exhibit area.

d. Audiovisual and multimedia presentations must not interfere with any other exhibit.

e. Exhibitors/sponsors are not to conduct selling or promotional activities in any conference area except for their assigned exhibit area.

f. Exhibitors/sponsors may attend conference sessions, on a space-available basis, using the seats in the rear row(s) only. Exhibitors/sponsors may not participate 

in the conference proceedings by speaking, commenting, or asking questions. 

g. Exhibitor/sponsor may not hold any educational, informational, or social event for attendees of the 2018 MISS, except those contracted through 2018 MISS. 

h. 2018 MISS shall be entitled to terminate this Agreement forthwith, close the exhibit, and remove the exhibitor’s property from the exhibit/conference area at 

any time for failure by the exhibitor or any of its officers, agents, employees, or other representative to perform, meet, and/or observe any term, condition, or 

rules set forth in these terms and conditions, and such exhibitor shall not be entitled to a refund of any payment.

3. Cancellation and Reduction of Sponsorship Level and/or Additional Opportunities: Cancellation of this contract or reduction of sponsorship level and/or 

additional opportunities must be in writing. If cancellation or reduction of sponsor level and/or additional opportunities occur, applicant will be liable for 

payment on the following schedule:

 • If cancellation or reduction occurs up to November 20, 2017, applicant will be liable for 50% of the total fee.

 •  If cancellation or reduction occurs on or after November 20, 2017, applicant will be liable for 100% of the total fee. 

 2018 MISS reserves the right to cancel the event on its own accord in the event of insufficient physician registration. If this occurs, the only liability 2018 MISS will 

have is to refund all exhibitor and sponsor payments received to date.

4. Indemnification: Exhibitors/sponsors and their agents agree to protect, indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the 2018 MISS, Global Academy for Medical Education, 

its employees, partners, and agents against all claims or liability, including but not limited to injuries and damages to persons or property, governmental charges 

or fines, and attorneys fees arising out of or caused by negligence or wrongful acts of the exhibitor or its agents or employees.

5. Force Majeure: The performance of this agreement by either party is subject to acts of God, war, terrorism, government regulation, disaster, fire, strikes, 

civil disorder, curtailment of transportation facilities, or other similar cause beyond the control of the parties making it inadvisable, illegal, impractical, or 

impossible to hold a successful meeting. This contract may be terminated without penalty for any one or more of such reasons by written notice from one party 

to the other.

6. Exhibitor and Sponsor Personnel: Each exhibitor/sponsor will furnish 2018 MISS, in advance, the names of those persons who will staff their display. Each exhibitor/

sponsor will also provide the name of the representative (including hotel or local phone number) who has primary responsibility on the floor for the exhibitor’s 

display, and who is authorized to make decisions in the case of emergency. 

7. Acceptance of this application by MISS constitutes a contract. Exhibitor/sponsor agrees to abide by the contract terms and conditions  

appearing on this form for MISS.
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